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I. “Cities are where the opportunities and threats to 

sustainable development come together”. 

II. “European policy goals cannot be realised without the 

active participation of cities, and policy  makers at all levels 

have to take greater account of the urban dimension”. have to take greater account of the urban dimension”. 

> “Calls are being made to more effectively address urban 

development  challenges under the umbrella of an EU 

urban agenda”. 



I. “The purpose of the CITIES forum and this  issues paper is to 

stimulate a debate at the  European level on how the urban 

dimension  of EU policymaking can be more effectively  

addressed and how cities’ key role in  implementing policies 

set at all governance  levels can be better taken into 

account. 

II. Instead of conclusions this issues paper puts  forward a II. Instead of conclusions this issues paper puts  forward a 

series of questions for debate  concerning an EU urban 

agenda: Why do we  need an EU urban agenda? What 

should an EU  urban agenda be? How can an EU urban 

agenda be implemented? 



However, despite this, many stakeholders argue that we lackHowever, despite this, many stakeholders argue that we lack

explicit objectives, targets and instruments for urban

development in Europe. Above all, the Europe 2020 strategy has

been criticized for not having an explicit urban dimension.



Question for debate: 

What should an EU urban agenda be? 

• Should an EU urban agenda define priorities to work on? 

Should it limit itself to tackling certain specific challenges? 

• Should an EU urban agenda be a vision or a concrete strategy? 

Should it have priorities, tasks and  timescales? 

Should an EU urban agenda be a vision or a concrete strategy? 

Should it have priorities, tasks and  timescales? 

• Should it provide a new working method between EU, MS and 

city actors? 



Questions for debate: 

Why do we need an EU urban agenda - what is it that needs to be Why do we need an EU urban agenda - what is it that needs to be 
made to  work better? 

• Do we need an EU urban agenda to facilitate the participation of 
cities in EU policy development  and implementation, for example, 
of the Europe 2020 strategy? 

• b) Do we need an EU urban agenda to ensure that urban needs are 
better reflected in EU sectoral policies, and to improve co-better reflected in EU sectoral policies, and to improve co-
ordination between sectors by pursuing an integrated approach? 
Do  we need it to raise awareness on cities’ needs and potential 
beyond urban stakeholders? 

• c) Do we need an EU urban agenda to improve articulation between 
cities, their MS and the  European level on policy making? 



Question for debate: 

How should an EU urban agenda be implemented? 

• What steps are needed to develop an EU urban agenda? 

• What should be the roles of the EU Member States, the 

Commission, and regional and local  authorities? Commission, and regional and local  authorities? 

• How should the implementation of an EU urban agenda be 

monitored and steered?










